
31 August 2020 
 
Dr Lee-Anne Perry AM 
Executive Director, Queensland Catholic Education Commission 
 
Ms Carmel Nash OAM 
Executive Director, Catholic School Parents Queensland 
 
Via email: ed@qcec.catholic.edu.au  
 

Queensland 2020 election 
 
Thank you for your email of 11 August 2020, asking about the Greens’ position on key election issues. 
 
The Queensland Greens’ education policy is here: https://greens.org.au/qld/policies/education and our                   
federal education policy is here: https://greens.org.au/policies/education.  
 
I’m happy to address your election priorities, with corresponding numbers below. These are                         
complementary to statements about Education policy which are already on the public record, particularly                           
from our federal Education spokesperson, Dr Mehreen Faruqi. 
 

1. Recurrent funding maintained at 22.45 per cent of Schooling Resource Standard over the 
next 4 years 

2. Expansion of the Capital Assistance Supplementary Scheme to $60 million per year for the 
non-government sector for the next four years 

3. Support for Catholic schools to invest in kindergarten infrastructure to enable greater 
access to learning in the early years 

4. Support to continue vital parent engagement work to support improved outcomes for 
students 

 
The Greens recognise the important role of Catholic schools in Queensland’s education sector, and the 
fact that there are Catholic schools which would receive more funding if the Gonski education reforms 
were fully implemented. 
 
We firmly believe that the loadings comprising the Schooling Resource Standard (SRS) generally 
correspond with need, in terms of adjusting for disability, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander student 
representation and low English proficiency. 
 
We would support appropriate funding for any school where these factors are present, taken into 
account with the school’s size and location, regardless of whether it is a public, Catholic or private school. 
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For the Queensland 2020 election campaign, the Greens have released a policy initiative for genuinely 
free state schools, and you can view it here.  We will increase the Queensland government’s share of the 
SRS to 80%, to fully fund Queensland public education. 
 
Over the last 10 years of Labor and LNP government, state funding per public school student has 
decreased by $128 while funding for Catholic schools has increased by $246 per student. For the Greens, 
properly funding the public education system is a priority that must come before additional 
commitments for extra funding, beyond what the government has budgeted for the Catholic system. This 
includes SRS funding, funding for capital works, funding for additional infrastructure and funding for new 
programs. 
 

5. Legislation creating Positions of Authority offences 
 
The Greens support the findings of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual 
Abuse, including those released in its Criminal justice report in August 2017. 
 
We believe that the Queensland government should ensure the recommendations relating to Position of 
Authority offences are enshrined in legislation. I have worked extensively to support survivors of 
institutional child sexual abuse in Queensland, and I will keep working to ensure our government 
responds appropriately. 
 
I hope that this information is of assistance. Please do not hesitate to contact my office on 07 3737 4100 if 
you would like to discuss this matter in more detail. 
 
Kind regards, 

 
Michael Berkman MP 
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