
 

 

 
 

 
 
20 October 2020 
 
Dr Lee-Anne Perry AM 
Executive Director 
Queensland Catholic Education Commission 
Email: ed@qcec.catholic.edu.au  
 
Carmel Nash OAM 
Executive Director 
Catholic School Parents Queensland 
Email: carmel@cspq.catholic.edu.au 
 
 
Dear Dr Perry and Ms Nash   
 
I refer to your letter dated 11 August 2020 regarding our policy commitments in the 2020 Queensland 
election, and your policy proposals.  

I note that Minister Grace wrote to you on 25 September 2020 confirming that if re-elected, the 
Palaszczuk Labor Government would continue to support the Catholic schooling sector in a number 
of ways, including funding in capital investment.  

The Palaszczuk Labor Government strongly supports parent choice when it comes to choosing an 
education for Queensland students. We value the important role that Catholic schools play in 
delivering a world class education to Queensland students through its 307 Catholic school 
communities and undertake to continue the excellent working relationship we have had with the 
Queensland Catholic Education Commission (QCEC) and Catholic School Parents Queensland 
(CSPQ) over the past five years.  
 
The Palaszczuk Labor Government has put Queensland on the road to recovery by making strong 
decisions on the border and starting to deliver our economic recovery plan. I’m pleased to outline 
the ways in which this plan will help the education sector. 
 
State recurrent funding 

I note your request for the Queensland Government to maintain recurrent funding at 22.45% of the 
School Resource Standard (SRS) until 2024. As you are aware, in December 2018, the Queensland 
government signed the Bilateral Agreement between Queensland and the Commonwealth on 
Implementation of School Education Reform.   

Part 2 of Queensland’s Bilateral Agreement requires us to transition non-state schools funding from 
22.45% of the Schooling Resource Standard (SRS) in 2020 to 20% in 2024. The current agreed 
transition approach is projected to deliver $3,303 million to non-state schools from 2021–24. 

A re-elected Palaszczuk Labor Government is committed to ensuring our negotiations for the future 
years Bilateral Agreement will guarantee well-resourced schools in Queensland into the future.  



 

Boost to infrastructure investment including the Capital Assistance Supplementary Scheme  

Along with our great teachers, principals, teacher aides, cleaners and parents, world class facilities 
are the building blocks that support a world class education for every student. I am therefore pleased 
to provide you with the details of our announcement to boost infrastructure investment by $1 billion 
for Queensland schools. If re-elected, the Palaszczuk Labor Government will ensure Queensland’s 
schools have the infrastructure they need to give Queensland children the best possible start to life. 
A copy of the policy is available online here: https://www.annastaciapalaszczuk.com.au/great-
schools-great-future/  

 
Importantly, this announcement will boost the Capital Assistance Supplementary Scheme funding 
to $60 million a year, up from $45 million at present, with the additional $15 million a year focused 
on growth projects. This brings our total education infrastructure funding for the Catholic and 
Independent sector to over $350 million over the next 3 years.  
 
This announcement is not only great news for Catholic schools, students, parents and the dedicated 
principals, teachers and staff who work in them, but it is an important announcement for all 
Queenslanders. Queensland’s economic recovery from COVID-19 begins with job creation, and the 
$1 billion investment boost for Queensland schools will see the creation of more than 3,100 jobs 
across the state. 
 
Whilst this capital investment is of significant benefit to the Catholic school sector, we also recognise 
the importance of universal access to kindergarten. A re-elected Palaszczuk Labor Government will 
investigate the possibility of investment in kindergarten infrastructure as part of Queensland Catholic 
school communities. 

The Palaszczuk Labor Government has a proud record on education, including investment in 
infrastructure for the non-state school sector. Since 2015, we have invested $505 million in capital 
assistance for the sector. This announcement will build upon this record.   
 
Support to continue parent engagement work 

We acknowledge the important role CSPQ undertakes in supporting Catholic school communities. 
We know parents and community members dedicate much of their time to this worthwhile cause.  

A re-elected Palaszczuk Labor Government will increase funding to the CSPQ by $56,000 to 
$140,000 to continue and expand the valuable work being undertaken in Catholic school 
communities. 

Legislation creating Positions of Authority 

Student protection is critical to all education sectors in Queensland. As you are aware, consultation 
has been taking place to explore the introduction of Position of Authority offences in Queensland. 
We commit to continued consultation on this important matter, taking into account implementation 
in other jurisdictions to ensure there are no unintended consequences for Queensland.  

Non-State Schools Accreditation Board 

The Non-State Schools Accreditation Board (NSSAB) plays an important role in regulating non-state 
schools, and I thank you for the valuable work that you undertake in your role as a member of this 
Board. As you are aware, the review into NSSAB workload that has taken place under this 
government has identified administrative and legislative options to improve efficiencies and address 
workload issues. A re-elected Palaszczuk Labor Government is committed to investigating further 
the operations of the NSSAB, including consideration of an operational unit independent of the 
department. 



 

 
I urge you to communicate with your members on this important announcement.  

Should the Palaszczuk Labor Government be re-elected, we look forward to working with you for 
the benefit of all Queenslanders.  

 
Yours sincerely  

 
STEVEN MILES MP 
Deputy Premier 
Minister for Health 
Minister for Ambulance Services  
 


